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Grant Rolfes
Job: Lead analyst, financial controls at Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines 
(FHLB)

Hometown: Urbandale

Alma mater: Iowa State University, bachelor’s and master’s degree in accounting
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What can we find you doing when you’re not at 
work? My fiancé and I spend as much time as we 
can with our friends and families. That fills up almost 
all of the time outside of work!

What’s one thing you can’t make it through the 
day without? My colleague Rick Kievits said ‘oxy-
gen’ when he was spotlighted (a good answer) … but 
other than oxygen, I couldn’t live a day without the 
people I interact with day in and day out (personally 
and professionally). I am incredibly lucky to be sur-
rounded by the people I work and socialize with.

What has been the most challenging so far during 
the COVID-19 pandemic? I have missed interacting 
with my co-workers face-to-face. I started at FHLB 
in the middle of the pandemic and building relation-
ships via Zoom was a challenge. I will never com-
plain about an in-person meeting again in my life!

What is your proudest professional accomplish-
ment? Getting my CPA! It has opened so many 
doors for me professionally and has allowed me to 
meet and work with incredibly talented people who 
have been patient enough to teach me some of 
what they know.

What ways have you been involved in ISCPA 
and how have they benefited you? I am a new 

member of the Financial Institutions Committee. 
I’ve also been able to attend the Emerging Leaders 
Conference, amongst other ISCPA-sponsored 
events. Getting involved at ISCPA has been an 
awesome way to meet and learn from others in the 
profession.

What made you want to become a CPA? My dad 
was a CPA, and I was fortunate enough to hear 
about his career experiences and what he thought a 
CPA designation might bring to my career as I was 
deciding my major at Iowa State. A CPA is so much 
more than just an accounting designation, which 
he was able to help explain to me as I was deciding 
what path to head down.

What’s your best piece of advice for a college 
student thinking about becoming a CPA? Obtaining 
your CPA designation will only open doors for you 
in the future. The access and opportunity you can 
obtain with the designation is worth the price of 
admission. The CPA designation not only shows 
your competency in the accounting profession, but 
shows you understand the ‘language of business’ as 
a whole, which is an invaluable asset to have.

Young Iowa CPA Spotlight

*Chambers USA is a global organization and renowned legal directory that researches and ranks attorneys and
law firms all over the world. The Dentons Davis Brown M&A team has the highest possible ranking - Band 1.

Experienced
M&A Advisors

Dentons Davis Brown PC | 215 10th St. Ste. 1300, Des Moines, IA 50309

515.288.2500 | www.dentons.com/ddb

When it’s time to sell, acquire, or merge, clients need
a partner who understands the project’s goals and industry, 
a team who can address and navigate the inevitable surprises.

Davis Brown Law Firm recently combined with Dentons, 
becoming the first truly global law firm in Iowa, still dedicated 
to giving practical, useful legal advice, now with the experience, 
knowledge, and reach of a global firm. 

If you’re advising on a deal in Iowa, the Midwest, the US, 
or beyond, the Dentons Davis Brown M&A team is the partner 
clients need to create a plan and complete the transaction 
on time and on budget.

“Their strengths are their intellectual ability, attentiveness, 
organizational skills at managing a transaction, and the general
ease of working with them.”

-Reference Feedback, Chambers USA*
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